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Secretary of State Ron Thornburgh
leads delegation to Cuba

ansas Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh led the Kansas
State Leadership Initiative to the
Republic of Cubain May. Thetrip
wasorganized and sponsored by the
Peopleto PeopleInternational Am-
bassador program. The 16-member
del egation was comprised of |ead-
ers from business, education and
government. Thepurposeof thetrip
wasfor the delegation to meet with
Cuban professionalsto learn about
opportunitiesinbusinessand agricul-
ture.
President Eisenhower founded

the Peopleto People International
Ambassador Programin 1956. The
basic goal of the organizationisto
enhancetol erance and understand-
ing among all peopleand to offer a
unigue experiencefor international
professonal exchange.

Highlights of the exchangein-
cluded touring exhibitson Cuban sci-
ence, technology and culture. The
group vistedthe Pinar del Rio prov-
ince and the Las Tarrazas commu-
nity to study amodel villagethat is
touted as one of Cuba’'s prime

ecotourism sites, and they visited
with Cuban experts on important
aspectsof theeconomy and foreign
invesment.

“1 believethetripwill resultin
many opportunities for Kansans.
There have been recent discussions
of easing thetrade embargo against
Cuba, whichwould ultimately lead
to business opportunitiesfor Kan-
sas,” stated Thornburgh. “It wasan
honor to lead such abright and di-
verse delegation that represented
Kansaswell.”

2001 Midwest Election Officials Conference update

hotel Stehasbeen sdlectedfor

the 2001 Midwest Election
OfficidsConference(MEOC). The
conferencewill beheld at theWestin
Crown Center Hotel in Kansas City,
Mo., Dec. 9-12, 2001.

The Westin is located at One
Pershing Road in Kansas City. Itis
two blocksfrom the Hyatt Regency
Hotel, site of the 1997 MEOC, and
less than a block from the newly
renovated Union Station, which has
shops, theaters and community
events. Thereisan elevated covered
walkway from the Westinto Union
Station. Crown Center isalsoknown
for itsshopping, dining and cultural

events. Theholiday lightsat Crown
Center and at the nearby Plazaarea
arean annua attraction.

Plansfor theMEOC arebeing
made jointly by the Secretary of
State'sofficesinlowa, Kansas, Mis-
souri and Nebraska. Very reasonable
hotel room rates of $85 per night
have been negotiated, and effortsare
being madeto keep the conference
registration costsaslow aspossible,
hopefully not much over $100 per
person.

More detail s about the discus-
siontopicsand speakerswill be sent
asthey arefinalized, aswell asreg-
istration materias.

Thiswill bean opportunity toex-
pand your knowledge of elections
and establish contactswith election
officialsin other states who share
your needs and successes. Don't
missthischancetoreceiveand share
ideason how to improveelections!
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KCCEQOA holds statewide

conference in Salina

he Kansas County Clerksand

Election OfficidsAssociation
helditsannual spring conferenceat
the Salina Holiday Inn Holidome
May 1 - 4, 2001. Ninety-two coun-
tieswererepresented by at least one
member. Participants heard discus-
sionson awiderange of topicsre-
lated to thejob of county clerk, in-
cluding budgeting and accounting, li-
censing, homestead refunds, ethics,
professionaismand humor, and mo-
tivationintheworkplace. Therewere
updates from the Department of
Revenue'sProperty Vauation Divi-
sion and alegidlative update from
Randy Allen of theKansasAssocia
tion of Counties. General sessions
were conducted by KCCEOA
president Mary Gilmore, Morton
County Clerk.

OnThursday, May 3, the Secre-
tary of State’s office presented in-
formation related to el ections.

Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh briefed thegrouponis-
suesarising from the 2000 el ection
experience, including the status of
reform plansresulting fromthepres-
dential ballot-counting problemsin
Florida. Thornburgh summarizedthe
testimony he hasgiven to congres-
siona committeeson two recent oc-
casions. One of the issues many
statesare addressing isconsi stency
of election proceduresthroughout
the state. He explained his plan to
develop a set of Kansas Election
Standards and hisintention of ap-
pointing atask force of county elec-
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tion officersto assist hisstaff inthe
project. Thornburgh encouraged all
el ection officersto attend thefourth
Midwest Election Officials Confer-
ence, scheduledfor Dec. 9-12, 2001,
at theWestin Crown Center Hotel in
Kansas City, Mo.

Bryan Caskey, adminigrativeas-
ssantinthedectionsdivison, deliv-
ered remarkson census, eectionge-
ography and redistricting plans. He
explained that theU. S. CensusBu-
reau has posted population figures
fromthe 2000 censusonitsinternet
Web Site at hitp://www.census.gov/.
Thesitehasthelatest datafor vari-
ous geographic entitiesinthe state.
The censusblock-based datawill be
sent to the states|ater for useinre-
digricting. TheKansasL egidatureis
scheduled to draw new district lines
in2002for Kansas' four districtsin
theU. S. House of Representatives,
the state House of Representatives,
state Senate and state Board of Edu-
cation.

Brad Bryant, state e ection direc-
tor, digtributed aguidefor implemen-
tation of new el ection laws passed by
the2001 KansasL egidatureand ex-
plained some of theimportant provi-
sonsinthenew laws. He noted that
thenew lawsrequirework by hisof-
ficeand thecounties softwareven-
dorsto carry out requirements for
cleanup of thevoter registration da-
tabases.

Thethemeof the Thursday night
banquet was* ClassReunion—Getin
the Spirit!”

CANVASSING
KANSAS

Published by the office of

SECRETARY OF STATE
RoN THORNBURGH

Memorial Hall
120 SW 10th Ave.
Topeka, KS 66612-1594
(785) 296-4564

EDITOR
Jeanette C. Stauffer

LAYOUT AND DESIGN
Heather Braum

COPY EDITORS
Barb Nemec
Nancy Reddy

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Brad Bryant
Bryan Caskey
Jesse Borjon

If you have any suggestions or
comments about this or future
issues, please call 785-296-1864.

Copyright © 2001
Kansas Secretary of State

This publication may be duplicated
for informational purposes only. No
written permission is required with
the exception of articles or
information attributed to a source
other than the Office of the Kansas
Secretary of State.

CANVASSING KANSAS




Kansas Secretary of State

Dear Friends:

Asyoumay have heard, the L egidature recently concluded thelongest |egidative sessioninthe
history of Kansas. Withthe adjournment of theLegidatureitistimetofocuson el ection lawsthat
were passed during the session and improve upon the statewide el ection proceduresaready in
place.

| am gppointing anine-member Election Standards Task Forceto help standardize el ection proce-
duresstatewide. The nine-member task forcewill be comprised of county el ection officersand
will be charged with devel oping an el ection manual for statewide use. The manual will address
procedures, particularly with regard to counting provisiona balots, recount proceduresand counting
write-invotes. Thesearethemainissuesarising from the 2000 el ection nationwide.

Thetask forcewill meet at | east twice and perhapsas many assix times. Thiswill beaworkin
progress and the el ection manual will be designed sothat it can be updated aselection lawsand
procedures change.

| ook forward to working with thetask force and hel ping to implement standardized election
procedures statewide.

Sincerdy,

Pk

RON THORNBURGH
Secretary of State

June 2001 3



Elections bills passed by the

he eventsof the 2000 el ection,
particularly the problemsexpe-
rienced by Floridain counting the
presidential election votes, focused
the attention of state legislatures
acrossthenation oneectionreform.
Therearedsodozensof billsin Con-
gressto reform el ection procedures.
Themessage carried by Secre-
tary of State Ron Thornburghtothe
KansasL egidatureat thebeginning
of the2001 sessonwasthat our Sate
did not need a major overhaul of
€lection procedures. However, there

2001 Kansas L egidature

isnow an opportunity to bring about
some positive changes. Asaresult,
agreater number of election-related
billswaspassed by the L egidature,
covering a broad range of topics:
recounts, advance voting, election
crimes, petitioncirculation, legida-
tive/congressional redigtricting and
voter registration.

Followingisanelectionslegida
tion summary that wasdigtributed to
county dectionofficersat their goring
statewide conferencein Salinaon
May 3.

SB 47 - County Objection Board Members

Thisbill changesthe membership on the county objectionsboard.
When an objectionisfiled chalenging the candidacy of aparticular can-
didate (asaresult of either the candidate’ sfiling or the candidate’ swin-
ning the primary), current law statesthat the issueis decided by the
county objectionsboard. The county objectionsboard consisted of the
county el ection officer, county/digtrict attorney and the clerk of thedis-
trict court. SB 47 replacesthedistrict court clerk with“. . . an elected
officid of the county whose positionisnot involved inthe controversy,
who shall be designated by the county election officer .. .”

SB 63 - Social Security Number on Voter Registration

Thisbill requires applicantsfor
voter registrationto providethelast
four digitsof their Social Security
numbers. Also, thebill prohibitselec-
tion officersfrom publicly disclosing
any information pertaining to
anyone's Socia Security number or
providing copiesof any suchinfor-
mation. Thishill isintended to help
election officerskeep track of vot-
ers, addresschangesand duplicates.

Current law doesnot mentionthe
Socid Security number, dthoughthe
voter registration application form
asksfor (but does not require) the
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full Socia Security number. Itisvery
limitedinitsusefulnessasatool to
clean up the voter registration list
because only 25 percent of appli-
cants supply their Social Security
number.

We recommend that county
election officersnot deny registration
to applicants who fail or refuse to
supply their Socid Security numbers.
Thisinformationisnot requiredfor a
voter to meet the condtitutiond qudli-
ficationsfor votingin Kansss; rather,
itisused for administrative purposes
only.

SB 107 -
County Attorney
Petition Review

Thishill changestheproce-
durefor county attorneystore-
view petitionsbeforecirculation.

Beforeany petition request-
inganeectionmay bedrculated,
it must be submitted to the
county attorney for an opinion
regarding thelegdity of theform
of thequestion onthepetition. If
the county has adistrict attor-
ney, thepetitionisfiled withthat
office; if thecounty hasacounty
counselor, the petition isfiled
withthat officeinstead.

Theattorney hasfivecaen-
dar daysinwhichtoissueawrit-
tenopinionregarding thelegdity
of the petition'squestion. If the
attorney failstoissuean opinion
withinthefive-day period, the
petitionisdeemed valid, andthe
circulatorsmay begingathering
ggnatures.

However, the county/district
attorney or counselor may still
chdlengethevdidity of the peti-
tion in court. Such challenges
must befiled within 20 daysaf-
ter the petition, including signa-
tures, is filed with the county
electionofficer. Insuch casesthe
court must issuearulingwithin
20 days after the challenge is
filed.

Inthe case of aprotest peti-
tion, itisdeemed vdidif it States
thetitle, number and exact lan-
guage of the ordinance or reso-
Iution being protested, and if the
title of the petition containsthe
words* Shdl thefollowing ordi-
nance, or resol ution, becomeef-
fective?’
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SB 125 - Technical Cleanup

Thisisacleanupbill for elec-
tionadminigration. It containseight
provisons

It alterscandidatefiling dead-
linesand petition requirementsfor
congressiond, Satelegidativeand
state board of education candi-
datesin 2002 if the Legislature
does not completetheredistrict-
ing processearly enoughtoalow
adequatetimefor candidatefilings
Judicia candidatesand other can-
didatesnot subject to redistricting
maintaintheusud filing deadlines.

K.SA.25-205waspassedin
1992 for that year’sredistricting;

thisyear’schangesupdate the 1992
provisions to cover next year and
each succeeding redistricting year
(e.g., 2012, 2022, etc.).

Firgt, if redistrictingisnot com-
pleted before May 10 of each year,
thenumber of sgnaturesrequired on
candidate petitionsis reduced be-
cause the time period allowed for
petition circulationisshorter. (Filing
feesarenot changed.) If redistrict-
ingiscompleted on or before June
10, thecandidatefiling deadlineisat
noon on June 24. If redistricting is
completed after June 10, the candi-
datefiling deadlineisat noonon July

12.

Second, thebill deletesthe of -
ficeof county surveyor fromballot
preparation statutes becausethere
areno longer elected county sur-
Veyors.

Third, it amends K.S.A. 25-
413 by deleting a reference to
K.S.A. 25-410 because the stat-
utewasrepealedin 1996. K.SA.
25-413 requires a voter whose
ballot hasbeen challenged to sign
the oath prescribed by K.S.A. 25-
410. When lawswerechangedin
1996 to comply with the National

Continued on Page 7

SB 126 - Recounts, Polling Hours
in Mountain Time Zone,
Canvassing Provisional Ballots

Thishill wasorigindly proposed asarecount bill for
gatewideoffices. It wasamended toincludeaprovison
encouraging synchronization of polling hoursin moun-
tain time zone countieswith the hoursin therest of the
state, and also aclarification of the procedurefor count-
ing and canvassing provisiond balots.

Section One establishesamore centralized proce-
durefor recountsin state and nationd offices. Under the
oldlaw, the person requesting therecount in astatewide
or multi-county district would haveto request there-
count and post abond in each county. The new law till
alowsacandidateto usethat procedure and establishes
thefollowing procedureto makethe processeasier.

* A candidatefor an office el ected on astatewide
bas sor multi-county satelegidativeofficeor sateboard
of education may request arecount by filingasinglere-
guest withthe Secretary of State, rather than having to
fileseparately in each county. The candidatethen posts
asinglebond with the Secretary of Stateto cover the
costsof therecountinall countiesinvol ved.

*The candidate may specify the countiesto bere-
counted and the method of recount in optical scan coun-
ties (hand recount or scanned).

Continued on Page 6
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SB 127 - Election Administration

Thishill containsfivedigtinct provisons.

Firgt, it reducesthe statutory qualificationsfor peti-
tion circulatorsto comply with the 1999 U.S. Supreme
Court case Buckley vs. American Constitutional Law
Foundation. The court in Buckley no longer alows
statesto require petition circul atorsto beregistered vot-
ers. Statesmay requirecircul atorsto beresidentsof the
state, and may require them to possessthe condtitutional
gualifications of registered votersin the state, but re-
quiring actud registrationisnot permitted.

Second, it establishesaprocedurefor the removal
of thenamesof permanent advance votersfromthe per-
manent list if they misstwo consecutiveelections. If a
person with apermanent sicknessor disability isonthe
permanent advancevoting list and automaticaly receives
aballot but failsto mark and return the ball ot for two
consecutive state/national generd el ections(November
of even-numbered years), the county e ection officer may
removethevoter’snamefrom the permanent advance
votinglist. Theelection officer first mailsanoticetothe
voter informing him/her that hisher namewill beremoved
unlessthevoter renewsthe application for permanent
gatuswithin 30 days. Thisdoesnot authorizeremoval
of the person’s name from the voter registration
list—only the per manent advancevotinglist.

Third, the bill allowsfor aregistered voter to re-
guest that the county election officer not disclosethe

Continued on Page 6
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SB 126 - Recounts, Polling Hours in MTZ, Canvassing Provisional Ballots

Continued from Page 5

*The Secretary of State coordi-
nateswith the affected countiesto
determinethe costs, administer the
recount and collect certified results
on an abstract.

*|f the election results after the
county canvassesindicateamargin
of victory of 0.5% or lessand are-
count is requested, the state reim-
bursesthe countiesfor the expenses.
Thisappliestodl statewide and na-
tiond offices, thedtatelegidatureand
the state board of education races
(not just themulti-county districts).
The Secretary of State must secure
thefundingfromthesateL egidature
and coordinate with the state Divi-
sion of Accounts and Reports to
transfer thefundsto the respective
counties.

Section Two sets el ection-day
polling hoursfrom 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
for countiesinthe Mountain Time
Zone (Greeley, Hamilton, Wallace
and Sherman) to coordinatewiththe
hours polls are open in the rest of
thegate. Thecountiesinvolved may
continueto establishand publicizedif-
ferent hoursaslong asthey are open
12 continuous hours, and they open
not earlier than5am., closenot ear-
lier than 6 p.m. and remain open not
later than 8 p.m. Thisisconsistent
with thelaw governing other coun-
ties, thedifferenceisthat thelaw now
encouragesMountain Time counties
to open and close one hour earlier.

Thisisan attempt to coordinate
thereleaseof dectionresultsoneec-
tion night in order to prevent the an-
nouncement of early returnsfromdis-

couraging turnout in countieswhere
thepollsaredtill open.

Section Threeclarifiesthelaw
governing how andwhen provisond
ballots are opened and canvassed.
It specifiesthat after provisiona bal-
lotsare collected on e ection day, the
envel opesare not to be opened until
the county canvasson Friday after
theelection.

Atthecanvass, dl theprovisond
ballotsareto bereviewed, and only
those deemed valid are opened and
counted. Any provisiona ballots
deemed invalid by theboard of can-
vassersareleft sealed intheir enve-
lopesand stored with therest of the
ballotsunlessacourt ordersthebal-
lotsto beopenedin an election con-
test.

SB 127- Election Administration

Continued from Page 5

voter’sresidence address. Therequest must beinwrit-
ingand must specify a“. . . clearly unwarrantedinvasion
of personal privacy or athreat to the voter’'s safety.”
Upon receiving such arequest, the county el ection of -
ficer must concedl thevoter’ sresidence addresson any
voter regigtration recordsavailableto the public, includ-
ing computerized listssand theorigina cardsif someone
requestsaccess. Thisisintended toaid crimevictims,
law enforcement personnel andjudicid officerswhofear
retribution when persons convicted of crimesarere-
leased from prison.

Fourth, thebill authorizesthe use of listsof deceased
persons obtained from thefederal Social Security Ad-
ministration to clean up thevoter registration list. This
would beinaddition to thelists of deceased personsthe
county election officersreceivefrom the state Bureau of
Vitd Statigtics. The Officeof the Secretary of Stateplans
to purchasethelist fromthe SSA annually and compare
ittothe statewidevoter file at thetime of the National
Change of Addresscheck and theduplicate check. The
Secretary of State'sofficewill then send theresultsto
the respective countiesfor processing.

The county election officer isauthorized to delete
6

any deceased person’snamefrom thevoter registration
list upon receipt of thisinformation from the Social Se-
curity Administration, just ashe/she del etesnamesupon
recei pt of information from the Bureau of Vital Statitics
or when an obituary appearsin alocal newspaper.

Fifth, thebill requiresvoter registrationliststoin-
cludedesignationsof inactive and suspended voters. In-
activevotersarethosewho havefailed to vote at two
consecutive state/national general el ections. Suspended
votersare those who have been mailed aconfirmation
notice because the voter apparently moved out of
the county and has not responded. Confirmation no-
ticesaremailed when the county e ection officer recelves
information from asource other thanthevoter indicating
an address change; thisnew law dealsonly with out of
county address changes.

Thislaw was enacted to help candidates, parties
and otherswho usethevoter registration listsfor cam-
paign purposes. These peoplemay opt to purchaseonly
thedataof activevoterswho have not changed addresses
S0 asto avoid wasting timeand money on unproductive

mailings

CANVASSING KANSAS



Thishill amendstheelection
crimes statutes, creating one new
election crimeand strengthening
two existing crime statutes. Also,
aprovision dealing with advance
ballot applicationswas amended
intoit.

Firgt, it creates anew crime
of voter registration suppression.
Itisaseverity Level 10, nonper-
son felony to knowingly destroy
completed voter registration appli-
cations, obstruct theddivery of ap-
plicationsto the county election
office, or fail todeliver themtothe
eectionofficeif itisagatutory duty
todoso (e.g., DMV and SRS of -
fices).

This law was passed in re-
sponse to reports of individuals
and groupsinvolvedinvoter reg-
igtration driveswholoseor destroy
aoplications, thereby disenfranchis-
ing voterswho had completed their
applicationsin good faith. There

were applicants who complained
whenthey weretold on election day
that their nameswerenot onthevoter
regisrationlist.

Second, it strengthensthe exist-
ing voter intimidation statute. It pro-
hibitsthe dissemination of falsein-
formation designed to keep people
from voting either on an advance
ballot or onaregular ballot.

Thislaw waspassedinresponse
toreportsof candidatesin the 2000
election targeting voters of the op-
posing party with telephone calls
fasdy informing thevotersthat they
would berequiredto producea“vot-
ing card” at the polling place before
they would bealowed to vote.

Third, it strengthensthe e ection-
eering statute. It extendsthe prohi-
bition againgt dectioneering through-
out the 20-day advance voting pe-
riod. Previoudly, thelaw only pro-
hibited electioneering at polling
placeson election day.

SB 128 - Election Crimes, Advance Ballot Applications

Thelanguage of the new stat-
ute al so specifiesthat e ectioneer-
ingindudeswearingdothingor dis-
tributing printed materials that
identify acandidateor ballotissue.
Thelanguage specifically allows
theautomobilesof voterswithcam-
paign bumper stickers to be
parked at the polling place.

Fourth, the bill changes the
time alowed for delivery of ad-
vance ball ot applicationsfrom 48
hours to two days. A provision
enactedin 2000 required individu-
asand groupsdigtributing advance
ballot applicationsto deliver the
completed applications to the
county election office within 48
hoursof thetimethevoterssigned
them. Violation of therequirement
wasamisdemeanor, andtherewas
concernthat people could bepros-
ecuted if the applications were
mailed onaFriday andrecelvedin

Continued on Page 8

Continued from Page 5

SB 125 - Technical Cleanup

Voter Registration Act, the oath was done away with and replaced by the requirement that the voter signanew
voter registration application card. When K.S.A. 25-410 wasrepeaed thereferencetoitin K.S.A. 25-413
should also have been deleted.

Fourth, thebill doestwothingsinK.S.A. 25-616. It makesthe statute year 2000 compliant by deleting “ 19"
intheheading of the ballot form for national and state offices. It a so deletes severa occurrencesof the phrase“for
presidential electorsfor president and vice president” from the national/state ball ot form. The phrase needsto be
printed only onceontheballot. Previoudly, thelaw required the phraseto appear before the names of each team of
candidatesfor president and vice president.

Fifth, thebill deletes” 19" inthe heading of theballot form for county and township offices.

Sixth, it updatesK.S.A. 25-3102 that deal swith vacancieson county boards of canvassers. The statuteisto
accommodate countieswith morethan three county commissioners. Thenew language providesfor filling vacan-
ciesonthecanvassing board if morethan two commissionersare absent.

Seventh, the bill deletes another reference to arepealed statute. K.S.A. 25-3802 was repealed in 1990;
however, areferenceto that statutein K.S.A. 25-3801 was not removed. Therefore, thisbill deletesthereference
toK.S.A. 25-3802 because the statuteisno longer in effect.

Eighth, the provision authorizing sick/disabled/illiterate votersto apply for advance ball otsthrough el ection
day wasmoved from K.S.A. 25-1124(c) toK.S.A. 25-1122 (c).
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U.S. CensusBureau rdeases cenausreaults

he United States Census Bureau hasrel eased the
officia Census2000 numbers. The United States
population on April 1, 2000, was 281,421,906.

Kansasranked asthe 34th largest state with apopu-
lation of 2,688,418. Kansas experienced an increase of
8.5 percent from the 1990 cen-
us.

Thelargest county in Kansas
is Sedgwick County with
452,869 people. The smallest
county in Kansas is Greeley
County with a population of
1,534 people.

Five countiesin Kansasex-
perienced growth of 20 percent
or more. Johnson County led the
datewith 27 percent growth, fol-
lowed by Finney County with
22.5 percent, Douglas County
with 22.2 percent, Miami County
with 20.8 percent and Seward
County with 20.1 percent.
Twelvecountiesin Kansasexpe-
rienced adeclinein population of at least 10 percent
fromthe 1990 census.

Withtherelease of theofficial censusfigures, state
and local officialsmay beginthetask of redistricting.
Thoseofficial censusfigureswill beused by theKansas
Legidlatureto redraw the four congressional district
boundaries. Inaddition, county commissionersand city
officialsusethese numbersto redraw their district lines.

The Office of the Secretary of Stateis currently

Census Quick Facts

U.S. Population: 281,421,906
Kansas Population: 2,688,418
Size Rank: 34th state

Growth: 8.5% (since 1990)

Largest County: Sedgwick

Smallest County: Greeley

wrapping up work on the census adjustment project.

Kansasremainstheonly stateinthe nation that takesthe
official census numbers and adjuststhose numbersby
reall ocating college studentsand military personnel to
their permanent in- or out-of -state residences. The of -
fice will report those adjusted
numbersto the Legislature on
July 31, 2001. The adjusted
numberswill beused by theLeg-
idatureto redraw State Senate,
State Representative and State
Board of Educationdidrictlines.
Theadjusted numbersmay only
be used for thisspecific purpose
and no other.

The Officeof the Secretary of
State would liketo be kept in-
formed of any redigtricting done
at the county or city level. Al-
though citiesand countiesmay
begin redrawing their district
lines, they must follow the pre-
cinct linesasthey areset by the
U.S. CensusBureau.

Thissummer copiesof the paper mapswill be sent
to each county eection officer for useinlocal redistrict-
ing efforts. City el ection officers should check the maps
to make surethe precinct linesagree with the precinct
lineson existing county maps.

If there are any questionsabout this, you may call
Bryan Caskey at 785-296-3488 at the Office of the
Secretary of State.

(pop. 452,869)

(pop. 1,534)

Source: 2000 U.S. Census

SB 128 - Election Crimes, Advance...

Continued from Page 7

the e ection officethefollowing Monday. According
tothe Rulesof Civil Procedures (K.S.A. 60-206),
by changing the requirement from 48 hoursto two
days, delay of ddivery of gpplicationsdueto aweek-
end or holiday will not beaviolation of thelaw be-
cause when counting fewer than 11 days, weekends

HB 2297 - Four New Court
of Appeals Judges

and holidaysare omitted.

Thishill increasesthe number of judgesontheKan-
sas Court of Appealsfrom 10to 14. Onejudgewill be
added each year for four yearsbeginning in 2003. In
generd elections, the new number of judgeswill affect
thejudicia retention ballot in even-numbered years.

CANVASSING KANSAS



\oter registration files enchanced by new laws

S:\r/eral changesto the comput-
ized voter registration data-

bases at the county and statelevels
arerequired by new lawspassedin
2001. Therequired changesfitinwith
the Secretary of State’soverall plan
toimprovethestate'svoter fileover
thenext few years.

Firg, thelaw waschangedtore-
quire applicantsto providethelast
four digitsof their Social Security
numbersonthevoter registration ap-
plicationform. Thiswill aidinthe
identification of votersand the abil-
ity totrack them asthey movefrom
county to county. Intheinterests of
privacy, the new law prohibitsthe
public disclosureof any information
pertaining to aperson’s Social Se-
curity number. Counties must pro-
gramtheir computerized registration
filesto accommodate the receipt of
thelast four digitsof applicants So-
cid Security numbers, and dso pro-
gram them so that information does
not appear on any fileavailableto
thepublic.

Second, files must be pro-
grammed to allow for the designa-
tion of inactive and suspended vot-
ers. These are voters who have
missed thelast two national general
electionsand those who have been
mailed confirmation noticesbecause
they moved out of the county but
who have not responded to the no-
tices. Candidates, parties and oth-
erswho usethevoter filewant to be
abletoexcludethesevotersfromthe
database when they prepare their
campaignmailings

Third, voter filesmust be pro-
grammed to conceal theresidential
address of voterswho request non-
June 2001

disclosureof their addresses. Under
the new law, avoter may filewith
the county election officer awritten
request to havetheir residential ad-
dress concealed on any voter files
avalabletothepublicif thevoter can
specify a* clearly unwarranted inva-
sion of personal privacy or athreat
tothevoter’ ssafety.” Thisisintended
to help crimevictims, law enforce-
ment personnel andjudicia officers
who fear retribution when offenders
arereleased from prison.

Another new law that will pro-
videameansto further clean up the
datewidevoter fileauthorizestheuse
of datafrom thefederal Social Se-
curity Administration’slist of de-
ceased persons to identify voters
whose names should be removed
fromthefile. The Secretary of State's
office plansto purchasethelist an-
nually and compareit to the state-
widevoter file, identifying registrants
who are deceased, then providing
that information to the respective
county election officerswherethe
deceased votersareregistered.

Another enhancement totheen-
tire statewide database system that
the Secretary of State's office has
been encouraging for the past couple
of yearsistheeectronictransfer of
datafrom countiesto thecentra com-
puter file. Sincethe statewide data-
base wasfirst established in 1994,
counties have been alowed to use
variousmeansfor sending their quar-
terly reportstothe Secretary of State:
diskettes, tape cartridgesand reel -
to-reel tapeswere most commonin
the beginning. However, now that al
the counties have computers with
[ nternet access, two additiona means

areavailable—filetransfer protocol
(FTP) ande-mail—both of whichare
preferableto the other means. The
Secretary of State' sofficeprefersto
receivedataviaFTP, and to encour-
ageitsusewe have devel oped spe-
cficingructionsthat will leed theuser
through the process of downloading
their filefromtheir county’scentra
computer and sending it to the SOS
computer. At thetimeof thiswriting
theingructionsarebeing tested and
finalized for distribution statewide.
Thereisaso aseries of computer
screens available at the SOS Web
Siteat http://165.201.68.9/ that are
very hdpful inunderstanding thepro-
cess If FTPisnot used, countiesmay
choose to send their databases as
email attachments. BothFTPand e-
mall arelesstimeconsumingandless
susceptibleto errorsthan the other
means, and the SOS officeisencour-
agingtheir use.

Findly, thegod wehopetoreach
isatrueonline statewide voter reg-
igtration system. Thiswould beasys-
temwherethe countieswould bedi-
rectly connected to the state’s cen-
tral database. Any timeacounty eec-
tion officer made an addition, dele-
tion or change to a record in the
county database, it would automati-
cally updatethe SOS compuiter file,
eliminatingtheneedfor quarterly re-
porting. The electronic transfer of
dataviaFTPand e-mail isthefirst
steptowardthisgoa. Another inter-
mediate step will betakenwhenthe
Division of Motor Vehiclesbegins
transferring al thevoter registration
datathey collect tothecountiesvia
thelnternet.




